




Artist Brian Olsen wows
audiences around the
world with his high-
energy portraiture. 
Ara Jansen spoke with
Brian to find out more
about this remarkable
performer.
Brian Olsen is not your average painter. Instead
of being cooped up in a studio somewhere, his
workspace is the stage.

The Colorado native is the world’s best known
proponent of an art form called Art In Action. 
It combines the excitement of music, big crowds
and painting.
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Olsen takes the stage like a rock star and with
the music blaring proceeds to energetically paint
a portrait with brushes in both hands while
guiding the audience through an emotional
experience of surprise, hilarity, suspense and
finally awe at the breathtaking likeness that has
appeared before their eyes on a larger-than-life
size canvas in a matter of minutes.

“The power of taking the creative process out of
the studio and exposing the process live on stage
is very inspirational not only for me but for my
audience as well,” says Olsen. “Imagine having
hundreds even thousands of people cheering you
on while you were working. You would feel
pretty good!”

The average time to complete an Olsen painting
is eight minutes, about the same amount of time
it takes to play two or three songs by whoever
he’s painting. The timing of each piece is part of
the development of the portrait. He’s firm this is
not about speed painting, but creating a high
quality piece of artwork with a little rock ‘n’ roll
and some hard core creative energy.

Prior to each event, which can range from a
public show to a corporate fund raiser or private
party, Olsen works out who he’ll be painting.
With about 40 people in his repertoire, it can be
anyone from Albert Einstein to Bono, Britney
Spears, Johnny Cash and Marilyn Monroe. 
He also accepts commissions. 

“Each painting has a different level of energy, so
I try to make the show build throughout the
event. I also make sure that my repertoire is
diverse enough that I can connect with many
different audiences.

“What appeals to me most about my painting is
the audience’s reaction. Comments like “not only
was your performance amazing, what you had to
say about being creative was inspiring” or “the
painting simply moved me” or “after your show 
I had the power to make a change in my life”.
These comments all fill me with great
happiness.”

Olsen’s art form is not only distinctively
entertaining but by drawing the audience into
his performance he challenges each and

everyone to discover their own creative abilities
and motivate them to better their personal and
professional lives.

“My entire life, I always wanted to be an artist
but I always thought that I should study
something that I could build a career out of. 
I mean no one makes a living as an artist – 
at least not while your alive – so I studied
landscape design and sociology. But I have
always been involved in creative outlets, from
photography to designing landscapes to painting
portraits.

“However as soon as I got out of school, 
I started working for an artist and one thing led
to another and here I am making a living as an
artist. So it just goes to show you if you follow
your heart anything is possible.”

Olsen began his performance art career in 1998
as the assistant to renowned artist Denny Dent.
The free spirited Dent was famous for inventing
a performance art in which, with three brushes
in each hand, he fast and furiously painted rock
star portraits to their music, using bright colours
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“The power of taking the creative process out of the
studio and exposing the process live on stage is very
inspirational”
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on black canvas. It was a virtual dance on
canvas in front of thousands of people and as
much as it was high-energy art and
performance, connecting with an audience was
Dent’s priority.

“I studied under Denny as his tour and studio
manager and art representative for over six
years,” says Olsen. “During this period, I learned
and practiced the painting techniques and
performance style that Denny thrilled audiences
with worldwide. I am the only student Denny
mentored and coached.”

Together the pair started Art In Action but six
months later, Dent died unexpectedly. Today,
Olsen travels the world executing his celebrity
portraits as an on-going challenge to his own
artistic, motivational and inspiration ability as
well as a living tribute to his friend and mentor.

“There is a simple message in my show: be
yourself, be creative and take chances. You never
know what you might discover. But, whatever it
is, do it with all your heart.”

Brian’s performance is an excellent way to
ensure any corporate function leaves a lasting
impression as witnessed at the recent
McDonalds Regional Conference where he
received a standing ovation.

To book Brian for your event, please call 
Dave Green on 0413 870 977.
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